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Authorities strive

t l r tto kccp students
irr ciass t iu'oughout
the school year
By KEITH PHUCAS
Times Herald Staff

NORRISTOWN - A local program
is making signif icant str ides curbing
truancy in Norristown Area School
I  ) r s t r i r ' t ,  h r r t  o i f i c i i r l s  l r | e  s t r r r g g l i r r g  t o
keep a  few dozen fami l ies  f ro rn
fal l ing through the cracl<s.

Chronic school absence rs unlaw-
ful and increzises the l ikel ihood stu-
dents rvi l l  r l rop or.rt  of school, turn lo
i l leua l  c l lucs  o l  o ther  c r i rn ina l  ac t i v i -
t y ,  uccordr r rg  io  1 l )e  Not ' t  i s tu* ' ; r  i ro i tce
Deoaftment.

Give us your
two cents
about this tnpic
I Sls-273-3H

- ,  . l . l , l I : . : i11\  reo,  r t i t ,  schorr l  d isr r . icr ,)uc t .U sc l ' v te t ,s  ag t , t l c ies  a r td  po l i t . t .
r o r r n e ( l  a . p a r t n e r s h i p ,  N o r r i i t o w n
I  ru i lncy  Abaternent  In i t ia t i ve ,  toagglessively attack the problern.

,_., , ' , ) . : , ,  
go:r l  

. i .s .not to i i l . l ,e)-r people
1 , , "  

l ,  s L . 1  k i t l s  r r r  r , . l , u , , l , , i  . i i J
l \ o f f l : l { r \ \  I t  1 r i l 1 1 1 1 .  t  l t t r . l  l t r r : . r , l l

Once a student reaches a thirdtrrrexcu.se^d zrbsence, the scl.rool dis_i l l e 1  n r r t i f  i c s  I ) i s l r i t . t  ( ' o u l - t . l g  l - 0 1  i nl iast l \orntot).

.  - 1  
i r t .  r . ( ) l l r . l  l h e n  s e t t r l s  l e n t _ r s  l onotn ,p i l ren ts  and l r . r ran t  s tudcnts  ask_lng tnerr to : lppear at a monthly heai_

l l '9. .  ' |1 i1, :  c{)rrrr  receives no response,

i "'iil i'.. i : l',iiii: 1,:i :lj l?::, ii,' o'u "' *"We're.  not  about  .ot te. t ing f ines;
y:^  \vr i r ) j  l l r t ' r r r  lo  corr re in  , tn .  t r * ip i  : :
s n e  s t t ( l

(Jr lLrr t  f i tu( l ( ]  l t ts  ant l  pat_ents come to
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.ludge Casil lo's East Norliton
coul-t, a counsc:lor there c:rrr
help adclress chronic tnrancl'
and other circurnstances tl)..r1
nra l '  contr ibute to the prob-
lc t t r .

The last  t ruancy hear ing
lirl this .school year is Junc .5
i r t  9  a.m.

Curreutly 40 families have
treen nol i f iec l  in  wr i t ing oI  t l r rs
f ina l  cour l  date.  I f the fanr i l ies
clotr't appear', al 'rest \4rarri lnls
. " r ' i l l  be issued.  The judge
cou ld  a l ready  have  i ssuc r l
bcnch rrvarrants, but wante cl to
avoid that .

"As a lnst ditch el'fort, we
u'ere going to do warranl
de la i l ,  l ) u t  w r . ' r ' c  g i v i ng  t t r r r
ants)  one last  c l iance,"  Casi l l r r
sa id .

Pol ice have t ruancy patro ls
and enforcement  ef l i r r - ts

i nchrde  door - to -door  p ickup o f
truant 5rsu1h as rvel l  as patrols
of ueighborl iood locations fre-
q t ren ted  l l ] ' , " " , ' , ' , t " t ' s  dur ing
sc l roc l l  l i ours ,  acc< l rd ing  to
po l i ce .

" l lut enforceluent alone is
no l  t  l i e  aus lveL, "  sa id
No l ' r ' r . s ton ' r r  Dc lec l  i ve  L t .
I tev l l l  1 \ ' lL l t ro t l .

I (ce l l ing  tecnagers  l l l
schoo l  and ou l  < l f  t ro r rb le  i s
c n r c i a l  f o r  t h e i r  a n d
Nrln't .stou'rt 's l 'uturc sltccess.

" l l  you wat)t to revital ize
Norrislo'ul 'n, ) 'oLr l lavc to edu-
ca te  yor . l l '  you t l l , "  N4cKeon
sa ic l .

' l ' l r c  
\V i l l i an t  Penn

[ounr l : r l  io r r a n d the
I rennsy lvan ia  Cornnr iss ron  on
Cl r in rc  : rud  l )e l inquency
thror-rglr Norristorvn Weed and
Seed pr-ovicle funcl ing for the
I r 'u :u )cy  iu i t ia t i ve .

Thc: f  rrnding hzrs prcvented
Ihou.sanc l .s  o I  tn ranc ies  th i .s
school yeaf comllaled to the
previorrs year, acrcording to
the  po l i ce  ch ie f .

"' l 'here has been a signifi-
canl  drop in  unexcused
alrsr .nces,"  lJono said.

l le.sicle.s police and the local
sc l rool  c l is t r ic t ,  o ther  t ruancy
p;u1r ' r ( ' r 's  i r tc l r rde Nor l is lown
Area (lonrnrunities That Care
for' \ 'oulh, Norristown Weed
and  Se  ed ,  I ) o l i ce  A th le t i c
Lcagrre,  Auclubon YMCA,
N4orr tgonrery County Youth
i r r l r l  F t r r r r i l l '  S r . r ' v i c ' es ,
Nilorrlgortrery County Mental
I l  r  i r  l  t  h  i  M  e  n  t  a  l
I l c t i r r d a t i o n / l ) r u g  ' a n d

AlcohoI I IJch ; rv io ra I  I - Iea l th
I ) r 'par ln rcn l  i rnd  o ther  agen-
(j  l r .s.

I " r r l  r ) )o l ' t .  i r r fo rn ta l  ion  on
tlr t :  1r 'uaucy rcduction efforl ,
c i r l l  Nur r is town po l i ce
( ' r ' r r r r inzr  I Inrresti€lation
l ) i v i s i o r r  c o n r m a n d e r  L t .
Kcvin N,lcKcon, or progl 'am
coordiuat<ir Nleaghan Kerper
at 610-270-01)77 .' l ' o  

d r s c r r . s s  l r u a l l c y  a r r d
re la ted  c0ncerns ,  ca l l  the
sc l roo l  d is t r i c t ' s  Truancy
I Io t  l ine  a t  61  0-630-5048.


